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Seasonable Suggestions for Planters.
Editor of The Progressive Farmer :

I am often asked what time to
plant, and if I observe the sign3 of
the mbon. Any time when I have

and an effort will be made to havr
part of the stock taken by the tol
co farmers of this section. life
Bern Journal. -

The truck crop next year will bl
larger than usual. Much preparal
tion has already been made for this

. ,Tit. .ffn J? T V

Mr. John Lindsay, of Tennessee,
has brought a car load of hogs,
about 600 in number, which he is sell?
ing to farmers at 8 cents per pound
gross weight. They are fine porkers ;

many of them will weigh 600 pounds.
John A. Morrow killed two 18

months old pigs that weighed 1,558

the rigjht condition of soil suits me.
Some seeding periods are longer than
others! Onion sets may be planted urujk. j.iie laii crop oi nsn potatoes

is the finest ever known in this sec-- t
tion. The farmers in thi3 section

from August to March at any time
w-- y1 land is in proper condition at

of the State are in better conditiontime for six months. There are
than we have ever known them. A
good crop was raised and fair prices

--i24short periods for turnips, fall
liting from August to October;
ing planting from February to
ril. So with lettuce, parsnips and

I

pounds. Ward Bell killed one of the
same litter that weighed 570. The
point we wish to make is, that if
three such hogs can be raised in Gas-

ton, more can be raised, and it ought
to be good business for Gaston farm-
ers to raise hogs to sell to Gaston
farmers who have to buy them. At
8 cents per pound gross, Mr. Mor-
row's hogs would have sold for $124.-G- 4.

And Mr. Bell's for $45. At such
rates it is plain that there is a good
profit in raising hogs for sale in this
State. R. D. MARTIN.

Gaston Co., N. C.

rots, must be up before the long

obtained. More debts have been liq-

uidated and more improvements;
nade than usual. Farm lands are

bringing " better prices and town
property brings a hundred per cent
more than it did only a few years
ago. Washington Progress.

days, English peas may bet
Unfurl frnm .TnTinnrv 1st. tr Anril.,v, - " " - x

f course these are the periods for
,ais locality.

It is important that a planter have
all of his plans well in his mind long
before the time for active work. And
week by week and day by day all of
his farm mapped out in his mind, and

- North Carolina Farming Notes.

The roads in this part of the
county are in a very bad condition.
Many farmers are unable to haul
farm products to market. Rich
Square Times.

We were shown a turnip last Sat-
urday by Mr. John McGraw, who
farms on Mr. John Roberts' place
near Shelby, that for size and weight
beats anything we ever saw. It
weighed 14 pounds and is about 30
inches in circumference. Shelby
Aurora.

'Squire H. L .Price, one of the best
farmers of Sandy Ridge Township,
has been experimenting with a new
breed of hogs, the "Mammoth Black"
breed. Mr. Price killed three seven-months-o- ld

pigs one day last week
weighing 200 pounds each, and yes-

terday he killed a fifteen-months-o- ld

pig weighing 40 pounds. Monroe
Enquirer.

Vegetables are exceedingly plenti-
ful now in town. Turnips are hauled
around town for thirty cents a bush-
el, potatoes sell from the boats at
forty cents, and cabbages are equally
as cheap. Yesterday a colored man
was seen peddling a load of collards
which he begged some one to give
him one cent apiece for. New Bern
Journal.

Mr. J. S. Humphrey, who was in
town the first of the week, tells us
that the farmers in the upper end
of the county are using more grain
drills than heretofore. This means
that more grain is being planted,
which is a good indication of more
prosperous farming and the employ-
ment of better methods. Lurrberton
Robesonian.

The public weighers say that more
peanuts have been packed this De-

cember than ever before in this
month. It is not improbable that
more have been ruisecrin this vicinity

Fine Strawberry Prospect.

Mr. J. A. Westbrook, of Mt. Olive,
the pioneer and the largest straw-
berry grower along the Atlantic
Coast Line, was in the city yesterday
to attend a meeting of the board of
directors of the East Carolina Fruit
and Truck Growers' Association, who
met here to make arrangements for
the movement of the coming season's fcrop of berries and other truck"

Being asked what the coi
the strawberry plants is now he sal

each crop properly suited to the kind
of land. Most men have brains
enough, but the trouble is in getting
behind or rather starting too late,
which makes them behind all the way
through. It is not worth while
shooting when the squirrel is gone.

This is the season of the year when
the farmer should walk over his farm
after every rain and prepare water-
ways so as to save land from hillside
washing, and let no place sob or re-

main under water. A little timely
care will add much to the value of
the farm next season.

R. R. MOORE.
Guilford Co., N. C.

the plants are healthy and vigorous
and the prospects are exceedingly fine
owing to the very mild winter. With
reference to the blooming and pro
duction of a second crop of berries.
this winter, he said he aid not thmK
the vines would be seriously damaged
by this remarkable condition. QrJ
two varieties, he said, had
a secgnd crop, "Excelsi,Gaston County

Editor of The Progressive b urmer.
iiiniey oerries, aiio
ties would be damf

Vany. t
Mr. Westbrook iniO

The President on Rural Mail Delivery.

In his recent message to Con-

gress, President Roosevelt spoke as
follows of the rural free delivery of
mails :

"Rural free delivery service is no
longer in the experimental stage; it
has become a fixed policy. The re-

sults following its introduction have
fully justified the Congress in the
large appropriations made for its
establishment and extension. The
average yearly increase in postoffice
receipts in the rural districts of the
country is about two per cent. We
are now able, by actual results, to
show that where rural free-delive- ry

service has been established to such
an extent as to enable us to make
comparisons the yearly increase has
been upward of ten per cent.

; "On November 1, 1902, 11,G50 rural
verey routes had been

free-de-
li

and were in operation, cover-
ing about one-thir- d of the territory
of the United States available for
rural free-delive- rv service- - JTVtore.

'of theare Ji - vv"r5-riiTliic"acti- oii

DepatpHmt petitions and applica-

tions Por the establishment of 10,748

additional routes. This shows con-

clusively' the want which the estab-
lishment! of the- - service has met and
the needf further extending it as
rapidly asj possible. It is justified
both by thtX financial results and by
the practical benefits to our rural
population; iY bring3 the men who

live on the sol into close relations
with the activi business world; it
keeps the farmc t in dailv touch with
the markets; it is a potential educa-

tional force; it Enhances the value of
farm property! makes farm life far
pleasanter and less isolated, and will
do much to c)yGe the undesirable cur- -'

A mtry to city.

Nhoped that the Con-i- i
liberal appropria-).tinuanc- e

of the ser- -

some of the groT310 bad snipped J

--ielWeeks have received as much r:iamsra .liav enot yctqis- -

The Progressive Farmer is a great
help to me. Permit me to give you a
few random notes from old Gaston,
and her bountiful crops. The corn
acrea'ge of this county is enormous
9,810, and the production, 127,335
bushels. The wheat acreage was
8,017, and the production, 87G,281
bushels. So you see we will not lack

$1 a quart for their berries. 17

fruit was as pretty as he ever r
in the spring and the flavor was
as fine. Wilmington Messenger.

The experience of the Post
Department in sections wher 1

free delivery has been in ful)
tion for two years, it is stat

LWJL tilU OlUii JJL All --ft. A1V W l IU11

crop was very short, and, as I re-

marked in the Gastonia Gazette's
"Agricultural Topics Department,"
of which I am the editor : "The rais-
ing of cotton with us is no longer a
money-makin- g business. The uncer-
tainty of the season and the high
price of labor, has caused many farm-
ers to become disgusted, and if there
was any other cash crop, cotton
would be abandoned." The cotton
acreage was 12,4GG and baleage

officials, justifies the beliy
revenues in the rural dif
creasing fivefold over whaf
under the conditions herfi
vailing. Rural free dej
been one of the most satX
periments which the govel

undertaken for a long vi

factory both to the "government and C

to the farmers. Many pessimists
arose at first to prophesy that the .

system would be a failure ; that it
would-no- t be self -- supporting ; but on

posed of their crops. Most of the
offerings are by croppers and tenants
and those who give liens to enable
them to cultivate their crops. Tar-bor- o

Southerner. .

The sales in the Wilson tobacco
market for December were handed to
Mr. Leach, supervisor of sales of
the tobacco board of trade, to-da- y

as the market closed yesterday for
the holidays. The report for Decem-

ber shows that during the month
1,936,243 pounds of the weed were
sold on the Wilson warehouse Actors,
against 1,355,030 for December last
year. The total sales to date on the
Wilson market amount to 18,657,527
pounds, against 12,603,982 for the
same period last season. Wilson
News.

The tobacco season just closed has
been the largest in the history of
New Bern, and the sales will nearly
go to a million and a half pounds,
which is quite a "jump from a half
million last year. We understand
an effort will be made to organize
the Farmers Warehouse Co., which
will be incorporated with a capital
stock of $5,000 to buy and sell tobac-
co and to erect a stemmery. The
share will be of the par value of $40

6,233.
Peas has hlLJLJirilfit

ror thi7
AY

the contrary would enormously in
'iblished and for its

iin, who lives near
.ved us a turnip last

crease the postal deficit, and also that
the farmers did not want it. Not
only is the scheme proving more than
self-supportin- g', but it is undoubted-
ly one of the strongest factors in re-

lieving the monotony of the farm and
bringing the farmer, his wife and
children, into closer and pleasanter
relationship with the great outside
world. GUY E. MITCHELL. :

aised on his place,O
4 pounds, with the

'17 pounds. How is
ke turnip? Such as
turn-u-p Often. Dunn


